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responsive to the children; an education 
system that educates every child; an edu-
cation system that I’m confident can exist; 
one that’s based upon sound, fundamental 
curriculum; one that starts teaching chil-
dren to read early in life; one that focuses 
on systems that do work; one that heralds 
our teachers and makes sure they’ve got 
the necessary tools to teach; but one that 
says every child can learn. In this great 
land called America, no child will be left 
behind. 

It’s an honor to be here. I’m so thrilled 
you all came. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Edu-
cation Roderick R. Paige, who introduced the 
President; former Secretary of Education 
Lamar Alexander; Diana Natalicio, president, 
University of Texas at El Paso; and Charles 
Miller, chairman, Meridian Advisors, Ltd.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Education Reform Plan 
January 23, 2001 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Enclosed please find my blueprint for 

nationwide education reform entitled, ‘‘No 
Child Left Behind.’’ I look forward to 
working with the Congress to ensure that 
these principles are turned into acceptable 
legislation that leaves no child behind. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
on the White House Web site.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Bipartisan Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
January 24, 2001

The President. I’m honored to host the 
leaders of the Senate and the House. I 
want to thank you all for coming. I really, 
really appreciate it. This is the sixth meet-
ing I’ve had with legislators since I’ve been 
sworn in. It is a habit I intend to keep, 
because I understand the best way to ad-
vance an agenda for the country is to work 
together. 

I hope people are now beginning to real-
ize that when I said the executive branch 
is willing to work with the legislative branch 
and do what’s right for the country, it’s 

not hollow words; it’s what I believe we 
need to do. 

Expectations are that we can’t come to-
gether to get things done. Our mission is 
to exceed the expectations. So I want to 
thank you all so much for coming. We’re 
going to have a frank dialog about a lot 
of issues, and I’m going to start by remind-
ing that we know the difference between 
the executive branch and the legislative 
branch, but I do believe the President and 
the Vice President can play a part, a strong 
part, in helping advance an American agen-
da. 
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